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Grace Presbyterian Church                January 10, 2021 

Psalm 150, 2 Tim 2:1-8a, Hebrews 13: 1-8  

"Focus on Continuing Kingdom Priorities” 

Pastor Jonathan            Fortieth Anniversary Celebration 

 

Please let me change the title of this sermon to “I can only imagine.” 

Anniversaries often look back, appropriately so. They often recount the 

faithfulness of God in the past. And rightly so. We praise God for what He 

has done here.  

 

I’ve been given the charge to imagine the future, in a currently strange, 

present season full of pandemic, denominational divisions, local hardships 

and conflicts of many kinds. I want to do so from the Scriptures, as I’m sure 

you agree is the best source for our imagination of Grace into the next forty 

years or more, should the Lord not come again during that time. 

 

I will imagine Grace Church, using Hebrews 13: 1-8. My points follow the 

verse numbers. First, I imagine Grace Church to be a place of love, known 

for people loving one another, accepting one another in Jesus Christ. I 

imagine us to be a place known for being good at listening before talking or 

judging. That’s a big part of loving. (See the sermon on December 20, 2020) 

If you don’t feel heard, I’m sure you don’t feel loved. But if you feel listened 

to, there is a strong possibility you feel loved. 

 

Second, this loving overflows to strangers, which expresses itself in 

hospitality. I imagine Grace being known for its hospitality, like meals, like 

elders and others often having people in their homes they don’t know, but 

they just want to express the Lord’s love, as they too need such love. They 

risk such contact willingly and faithfully, even though the pandemic teaches 

us the opposite. Let us not forget to be hospitable. 

 

Third, I imagine Grace to be a place known for such hospitality that goes 

further: into institutional visitation, loving beyond our walls. This might 

include prisons, hospitals, long term care homes, universities (although 

might not think of people “confined” to university, it is an important place 

for outreach of many kinds), and to the homeless, the destitute, and the 

needy of many kinds. We would be known for caring for those who are 

suffering. We would be known as a safe place to suffer and be cared for. 
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Fourth, I imagine Grace to be a place where traditional, biblical marriage is 

honoured and upheld, practiced and appreciated. This would mean others 

struggling in their sexuality would be welcomed so that we all imperfectly 

would bring our needs for intimacy before the Lord, to be instructed and 

upheld by His Word, where we would care for one another appropriately, 

with vulnerability and mercy to all who want to follow Jesus in this part of 

their lives. We would move away together from immorality to agree to help 

one another, where there would be reconciliation between men and women, 

healing of the wounds that come from sexual abuse and other forms of 

abuse, where people would find their prime identity in Jesus Christ, and 

know His power in this part of their lives. I have seen glimpses of this in 

Journey Canada. (www.journeycanada.org) I am grateful. This ministry 

exists. 

 

Fifth, Grace would be known as a place where we never worry about money 

because generosity meets our entire ministry needs. In fact, Grace might be 

known as a place where supernatural, financial helping of others happens 

regularly. Grace becomes a place where contentment is expressed and 

experienced replacing former want, greed or financial disappointment. 

Everyone connected here will experience God’s generosity regularly. 

 

Sixth, God’s presence is known at Grace to the point where people will no 

longer fear abandonment, or loneliness, or any suffering they go through. 

God’s help, care and love will be so lived in this place that people begin to 

know that they do not have to fear the future, nor the devil, nor any other 

opposition to God, because they know and experience God’s resources in 

Jesus Christ through God’s people here at Grace. 

 

Seventh, I imagine the leaders at Grace being respected and cared for 

through prayer and practical support of many kinds. Kind words are often 

uttered about the caring and loving leaders who know how to listen, and how 

to act in a timely manner. I imagine in the future that the former pastors and 

the current pastor, none of whom are perfect in their ministries, in their gifts 

or the expression of gifts, but nevertheless are supported, loved and kind 

words and actions surround them. They know they are loved and supported. 

They love the work that God has called them to and give of themselves 

happily and creatively to the best of their ability. People imitate their lives 

and lifestyles in various ways, because they see Jesus through them. The 

congregation wants to follow their leaders, their pastor, because it is a joy to 

do so. 
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Finally, v. 8 sums up the reason why the Church exists, why we have a 

mission, why we have purpose, power and promises from God: Jesus Christ. 

I imagine a time when no one gets tired of hearing His name, His Good 

News, of relief from the rebellion against God, in the U turn away from your 

sins, your choice to follow your Creator, the One who gives life beyond this 

life, to choose Jesus’ way and teaching, Jesus’ love and to follow Him 

unreservedly. So much Grace flows from him, that we become comfortable 

with those who are deeply broken, deeply flawed, in need of a spiritual 

hospital, longing for a loving environment that can consistently point to 

Jesus as the Way, the Truth and the Life. All of us together fall at his feet, 

come to the foot of the Cross together, bow before the One who gave His 

life for us, so that we do not have to die in our sins and rebellion against 

God, but live for God now and forever, beyond our physical deaths into the 

future and reunion that is coming. 

 

Jesus Christ, the same, yesterday, today and forever. He is the answer to 

your deepest questions, your greatest fear and anxieties, your most profound 

longings and desires. (Hebrews 13:8) 

 

In short, I would see Grace Church as a community of Jesus’ friends, open 

to new friends, happy to accept and care for all kinds of folks. And many of 

you have experienced pieces of this detailed vision for the healthiest of 

church bodies. Praise God for what He has done here. Look forward to what 

He will do here. 

 

I had a dream, many years ago. I think it was a recurring dream. In my 

dream, I had friends in the pews from parts of my life that were no longer 

living, but here in this congregation, there they were. They would listen and 

participate in the service. They were hanging on every word, as if life was 

dripping from every sentence. They were eager to agree with “Amens” and 

“yes.” Some would rise from their seats and cry out, “Yes, Lord,” “You’ve 

got this, Jesus” and many other uplifting phrases. “Praise the Lord!” It 

wasn’t so much their interjections, but the looks on their faces of 

encouragement, hope, enthusiasm and wonder in the presence of the Lord. 

They came and were cheering me on, and I knew that it was cheering on 

what Jesus was doing in my friends from all generations. My dad was there 

with a look of pride on his face. He would elbow the woman next to him, 

and say “That’s my son.” He died much earlier than this dream, but he was 

there and mom too. It was a wonderful place to be and you could tell 
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everyone looked forward to being there. I remember such a feeling of 

gratitude for those people to be together. I awoke and thanked God for the 

dream. I knew it was just a dream. 

 

But let’s trust God to live the dream. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 

 

 

 
 


